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Attention all patrons:

Submissions of original artwork, short stories,peeand tidbits of
information are always needed. Please send atltatents to the
Chronicler! Also, ye Seawinds Historian is in sfaof Shire History.
If you have any old Sandscrits, Blackstars, evamidiouts or tokens,
photo or stories to share, please contact hist@sgawinds.org.
Your contribution to the history of Seawinds isajhg appreciated.

Disclaimer:
This is the Sandscrit, a publication of the ShifeSeawinds of the Society for
Creative Anachronism, Inc. The Shire of Seawirsds branch of the Kingdom of
Ansteorra within the Society for Creative Anachsmi It is not a corporate pub-
lication of the Society for Creative Anachronismg.land does not delineate SCA
policies.

Copyright Statement:
Copyright 2006 Society for Creative Anachronisng,. IfFor information on re-
printing articles and artwork from this publicatjgpiease contact the editor, who
will assist you in contacting the original creatdithe piece. Please respect the
legal rights of our contributors. Shire bannerd efficer devices taken from
www.ansteorra.org. Miscellaneous clipart used wighmission from
www.godecookery.com, www.heraldicclipart.com, wwallasmultimedia.com,
www.nvtech.com and Microsoft clip-art collection€over art from
www.heraldicclipart.com.

The Sandscrit is available from Lord Titus Valer@sintillus (Chad Wilson)
4509 Sunlight, Corpus Christi, Tx 78413. chrogi@seawinds.org
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First off, | would like to thank Lord Gavin for theonderful job he
did as Seceschal for the last two years. We hdesy few months ahead of
us. It seems like just a short while ago we weeevering from our last
event and now Coastal Invasion is on our heels.ddmpany of the Sable
Ram is busy at work to make the event enjoyableveryone! Lets thank
them in advance for a job well done. Our gate cmatdr, lord Titus, is also
still in need of volunteers for gate shifts on $dfy. Please contact him at:
night_knight123@yahoo.com to volunteer.

While many of our friends will be off to Gulf Warae less-
fortunate individuals who have to stay home wiida reason to put on
garb and come out and play. We have been ask#ueHyish Cultural Soci-
ety to help with thier demo at St. Patrick's Cath@hurch. Please refer to
the calendar on the Seawinds Website for our uptgtoical events.

Its time to come out and play! | know the Holidaysl the cold
weather took their toll on us, but warmer weatlgust around the corner.
Fighters, dust off your armor and get to practiBeawinds, lets get out and

travel across our great Kingdom, and show up toesvie force with ban-
ners waving!

In Service,
Lady Arianna de Genevois
Seneschal of Seawinds
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Finally after much fretting and gnashing of teélctober's
submissions have appeared in the Ansteorran Gdzgité
heraldry.ansteorra.org/gazettd/am available for consultations accord-
ing to my work schedule. | will be at Coastal Isva and can bring
research materials to the event. Let me know wbateed or are in-
terested in looking up, and | will bring it witiMy one week off in




March will be spent at Gulf Wars, so no consultasian March. | have 2
weeks off in April, and will be happy to meet wittents during those
times. Call or email me for more information.

Yours in service,
Hallgeirr Olafsson
Pursuviant of Seawinds
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After some time off for the holidays its time taug regular A&S
meetings again. We will be meeting weekly at thesbum of Science and
History at 6pm at the Front Porch area. Each weaklhave a main theme,
such as dance, fibers, scroll painting, sewing,létavever that is not to
discourage anyone from bringing their other praectwork on. In fact,
Please Do!

Coastal Invasion will not have an A&S competitisn,please bring
projects to work on and share. | will be informakyaching spinning to those
who are spindle impaired. All supplies will be pided. Come sit and work
with us while we watch our lords bash each other.

Lady Joanna the Spinner
Minister of Arts & Science

Although | am not yet official, | have assumed tbke of chroni-
cler in our shire, and | am pleased to presentitsieSandscrit in over a
year unto the populace of Seawinds. As the Acdimal Scribe, | will
be publishing the Sandscrit online as well.

Speaking of the website, there are many new clsatadgng
place, including a brand new photo gallery. Thistp gallery is in seri-
ous need of new pictures! So everyone out thetie pictures of the peo-
ple and places of Seawinds and Ansteorra, pleagkteem to me at
chronicler@seawinds.org. Remember, submissionth&Bandscrit are
always welcome, so send me articles, artwork, etc!

Lord Titus Valerius Quintillus
Acting Chronicler of Seawinds
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This is a very exciting time for our shire. We baeveral fabulous
demo opportunities coming up. Our wonderful yearhgnt - Coastal Inva-
sion is at the end of the month.

Speaking of our event, if you would like to briadood or beverage
item to the Hospitality Table Friday night at C@ddhvasion, please let me
know.

As | mentioned before, we have several excitinpaepportuni-
ties in the coming months.

The CC Caller Times is interested in doing a maiilia story on
the shire and the SCA. If we continue with thisydtuld be great publicity
for us! Lady Arianna and | are very excited abig possibility and will
keep you updated as we discover more about it.

Then, on March 15th the Irish Cultural Society haked for our
assistance at St. Patrick's Catholic School. Theyexjuesting a heavy fight-
ing demonstration and for us to add to the ambiavitteour presence. Of
course, Irish clothing is preferred! If you are ted to Gulf Wars, Lady
Arianna has suggested leaving a display for ugtas in your absence.
More information will follow in the coming weeks.

The Aransas County Public Library would like ugitba demo on
Wednesday, June 18 at 3:00 pm for their summethyout
program. They will be blocking off a nice sectidrtlee parking lot for fight-
ing demonstrations as well as providing room for@\displays. They also
have a big display case for our use during theestimmer program. If you
have anything to lend to this display such as péstuextra armor, A&S
items, etc please let me know. The case will bkdddor security.

As many of you know, we will soon be moving to fifipn Gath
due to work. This will take place sometime in Mako that end, | am cur-
rently looking for a deputy who is willing and alitetake over my duties at
that time. Please let me know if you are interegtegbrving the shire in this
capacity.

In Service to the Dream
Lady Alix deBohun



Feb 8

1587 - Mary, Queen of Scots was executed for sispaf having
been involved in the Babington Plot to murder taisin, Queen
Elizabeth | of England.

Feb 11

660 BC - Traditional founding date of Japan by Eropdimmu.
1531 - Henry VIII of England recognized as suprdmead of the
Church of England.

Feb 12

55 - Tiberius Claudius Caesar Britannicus, heth®Roman Empe-
rorship, dies under mysterious circumstances in &drhis clears the
way for Nero to become Emperor, the most tyranracal extrava-
gant emperor in Roman history.

Feb 15
399 BC - The philosopher Socrates was sentenceedth.

Feb 22
1295 BC - The coronation of Ramses Il, on whose fhe sun's rays
fall each year in Abu Simbel temple.

Feb 23
1455 - Traditional date for the publication of tRatenberg Bible, the
first Western book printed from movable type.

Feb 24
1582 - Pope Gregory Xl announces the Gregoridenckar.

Feb 25
1570 - Pope Pius V excommunicates Queen Elizabafti hgland.

Feb 29

1504 - Christopher Columbus uses his knowledgelofar eclipse
that night to convince Native Americans to provite with supplies.

Information was obtained from www.wikipedia.org



What is 'Rapier Combat' ?

A rapier is defined as: "A long narrow two-edgeded
with a guarded hilt, used as a thrusting weapoogutar in the
16th and 17th centuries. Thus 'Rapier Combaigigihg using a
long narrow two sided sword. Rapier combat as \eetjre it in
the SCA is a recreation of historical combat attially took
place in the period of time that the SCA studidssTime period
(600-1600) saw significant evolution in the pragti@and equip-
ment of rapier combat. In the SCA we strive nasitoply fence
well, but seek to emulate and practice the 'ADefence’ as was
taught in the period. This begins with a (relatwedimple goal of
mastering the safe use of the blade and then meegsdo the
learning of period styles.

We practice fencing in period styles gséchlager type
blades. We have chosen to use the schlagers aardndye clos-
est approximation of the blades used in perioddhaavailable
commercially today. Rapier blades are available tan. The
blades in period were longer and heavier than théam fencing
blades (foil, epee & sabre), so the extra weightsirape of the
schlager or heavy rapier makes it more suitabl@twmrecreation.




Origin of The Word Rapier

There are several theories as to the origin ofwibel.
Originally, by the 1470s, the French referred mogki to any ex-
cessively long and slender weapon as la rapiériée Wie Spanish
called a small sword worn in civilian clothes atidoor about town
a spada ropera, a “robe sword” or “dress sword.leAst by the
1530s such weapons became known in English agsapied in
German fencing works by at least 1540 were callapgier and
Rapir. Undoubtedly it was in use earlier. The waplier eventu-
ally came to refer exclusively to the slender tlingssword we
now know. In modern Italian they are sometimesechfitriscia.
There are also several other theories and wordsrrglto the term
rapier, such as rasper, rappen, and verdun. Ititeyls the Italian
and Spanish originators of the rapier never refetoehe weapon
itself as anything other than simply spada or eapgeneric words
meaning “sword.” French sources from the 1530sEmglish
sources of the 1540s both refer to rapiers as éiegSpannyshe
sword.” The term Ensis Hispanis (or Ensis Hispasieneaning
again, “the Spanish sword”) was used by Paulusdtiédair in his
compendium of ¢.1542. His many detailed illustras show it
referred unmistakably to a form of tapered cut-#wdst blade of
moderate length with a compound hilt employed iaramred
combat.
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However, there are no descriptions as to exadtigtwhe origi-
nal espada ropera or la rapiére actually were. @ead know its size,
its length, or its blade or hilt style. Given theture of fighting and other
arms at the time, it must have had some charatitsrtbat were differ-
ent enough to warrant a new label. Intriguinglgrehis evidence that
men at Italian courts of the 1480s and 1490s wegénining to wear
blades that were much longer and heavier than arglidaggers but
shorter and lighter than ordinary arming swordesehswords typically
had compound or close-hilts (with extra rings arspat may very well
be that this cut-and-thrust style weapon was prediiic longer and
longer varieties, to become in time the new rapier.

Because courtiers in the later half of the 16thtwey did in-
deed wear rapiers to court as well as a sign adgmanly status and the
privilege of engaging in extra-judicial duels ofrtum, there has been a
certain assumption that this was the original psepaf the weapon
rather than its eventual role. If the rapier i®éoconsidered as first
originating among courtiers, then we must wondey aisword with no
"knightly" tradition as a weapon of war (or evedipial duel) would
have suddenly been adopted by nobles for cours@rég should per-
haps instead consider the rapier not as a sworthéidnle dress” but for
civilian dress, that is, street clothes for goibguat town where a lighter
blade would have been more suitable for personfatietense. Eventu-
ally these weapons were lengthened and thinnedrmipa more agile
thrusting style of fighting found more useful inanmored street brawls
and private duels. This style of sword soon gajmegularity out of the
necessity for such a weapon, among rival gangskasthing urban mili-
tias in the crowded, fractious, northern Italiaty ctates.

The swords that meet the loosest definition oftveheapier is
first appear by the 1540s, though the word predhissThe truest form
appears by the 1580s, but the weapon continuedblgesinto the late
1600s, and in Spain, to a small degree, was s#éitieven into the
1800s. During the 1700s and 1800s, in some pafsiafpe, select an-
tique rapiers were occasionally brought out fonfal duels. Older ra-
pier blades were also sometimes shortened, moddiedi rehilted.
There is an oft repeated myth of fine thrusting isalevelop by fenc-
ing-masters by the mid-1500s as having replacedlter style “heavy
cutting swords.” This assertion not only ignores fact that various
types of tapered thrusting swords (both heavy @id)lexisted from
about the 1300s onwardnd that the rapier’s developmaeriginally
camefirst from outside the traditional military focu$ established
“fencing masters,” but also ignores that duringweapon’s less than
200-year reign all manner of “heavy cutting bladstdl! remained in
wide use, even continuing to be developed (e.bersabroadswords,
etc.) long after the rapier’'s popularity for ciaili dueling had faded.



As with any sword form, the rapier’s developmend adoption
should instead be viewed contextually: a weapoigded first for
unarmored urban self-defense that evolved intalaaliprivate duel-
ing weapon and thrusting style of combat soon featday the aristoc-
racy.

What kind of sword is a rapier?

The best answer that may be given is thatrirerapier is a
long, narrow, rigid, nearly edgeless single-hardgting blade with a
thick, tapering cross-section and very narrow, ghperint. There is no
question rapiers vary in their shape, length, amrdthnand especially
in their hilt configuration. But rapiers are gerbrahin, light, fast,
and well-balanced thrusting swordgended forunarmored single-
combat

The definition of the rapier as a form of Renaimssasword
differs among various authorities on historical srhe various his-
torical terms for rapier referred to a slenderad-thrust sword ca-
pable of limited slashing and slicing blows andadtyusuited to mili-
tary or civilian use. Eventually however, it camenean exclusively
a long and slender thrusting sword with virtualtyedge. Curiously,
while earlier rapier blades were flatter in theinss-section (and
thereby capable of more effective edge blows thariater far nar-
rower and thicker-edged versions optimized forshanly), they
were also stiffer in cross-section than more tiraw#l single-hand
cutting swords. Thus, on the one hand earlier rapesembled the

Submitted by Lord Aron Hunter
Information from www.thearma.org
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February 22-24, 2008

Duval County Park

# $

Benavides, Texas

War is on the horizon!
Come join us in defending the King's Coast fromaders from the East!

% % 1 &

Take your best route to George West.

Take 281 south to Alice aprox. 40mi.

Exit 359/ 44 W to San Diego aprox. 7mi.
Turn left on to 359 to Benavides aprox. 17mi.
Continue on 359 aprox. 5mi past Benavides.
The site is on the right hand side of the road
past a small rest area. Look for signs.

Bring your army and hone your
skills for Gulf Wars!
Site is siege engine and combat
archery friendly.

Join us as we also choose our
Equestiran and Archery Defend-
ers
Enjoy Seawinds’ famous “All
Day Feast”



If you don’t come for the fighting, come just fdret food! 13
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A hearty goulash

1) &
Taquitos
Coffee

$
Soups & Bread

*

Bread & Butter
Roasted Chicken
Braised Cabbage
Stuffed Eggs
Cornish Pastires
Custard Pie

1) &
Pancakes & Ham

We are requesting that all those that plan to dtpdease
make reservations by February 15th so that we rtay p
our food accordingly.

Reservations can be made by either emailing thelmady Muirin
(muirin@hotmail.com) or you may register through@EPS at
acceps.ansteorra.org

(includes all-day feast) $15 adult; $8 for ages 6 - 17; 5 and under free!

$3 non-member surcharge

****Make checks payable to: SCA Inc/Shire of Seawids****
Minors must be accompanied by a parent/legal gaardi hey may also attend with 2>year old
adult with a signed and notarizbtinor Event Waivefrom the parents.

Pets allowd with current vaccinations. Horses rhaste proof of negative Coggins.
Above ground fires are permitted. Site is wet@ni@pd containers.

Visit www.seawinds.orgfor more information
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Officer's Meetings
Officer's meetings are held on the first Mondaytttg month at
6:00 pm, place to be announced. Everyone is weddonattend.

Populace Meetings

Populace meetings are held on the Wednesday foltp@ificer’s
Meetings at 7:00 pm Memorial Park in Portland, TRghter prac-
tice. Everyone is encouraged to attend in garb.

Fighter Practice

Fighter Practice is on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm at dieahPark in
Portland, Tx. See www.seawinds.org for directionsontact the
Knight Marshal at knightmarshal@seawinds.org.

Arts and Sciences General Meetings

Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 7 pm at the Negrance and
History Museum. See www.seawinds.org or conta=tA&S Min-
ister at artsandscience @seawinds.org for morelsletai

For more information, contact Joanna the Spinner at
davenjo@davlin.net

Sewing guild
The sewing guild has several projects that we wbkddto do be-

fore Coastal Invasion. If you would like to take @project to do in
your spare time, please contact Lady Alix 361-8166 or cza-
rena_unrest@yahoo.com
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